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The Snow Leopard is not just a book, rather a marvelous mental holiday one can return to as often

as one needs, like a literary hitchhiker, to get away from the modernity and electronic technology

that swamps us. Matthiessen illuminates the mystery and silence of the Himalayas, and the human

need for nature and it's transformational powers. I read this book every year, and for two years

taught it on a college level to over 500 freshman. Yes, freshmen, at 7:00 a.m., who have never even

seen snow. Being a public college and teaching a book with overtly religious themes, I suggested

they skip over the "Buddhist bits" if it did not interest them, and stick to the journey, paying attention

to PM, George Schaller and the mixed bag of porters and Sherpas who guided them. Funny thing

when you tell students not to read something, they go right for it. To my amazement, they got it.

They understood Matthiessen's flaws: the drug use, failed marriages, parental doubts about leaving

family once again to pursue "nothing" in one of the remotest places on earth--the Land of Dolpo,

where lamas rule and people obey. Students are intimate with the concept of to work for the sake of

work; be it one foot in front of the other on a trail in Nepal, or their own path of study; these young

people easily saw how humans transforms themselves through their work and passions. They were

also quite politically savy, impressed by the results of this remarkable and timeless journey into the

heart of the wilderness where it's okay to get lost, make mistakes and fail.
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